Repairing and Restoring a Missing Section of the Picture

Clive R. Haynes FRPS
Frequently when working on an image, we discover that a part missing and simple ‘cloning’ will not provide the solution.

The picture of ‘Tom’ that accompanies this project can give some practice in overcoming this problem. Scratches and blemishes have caused damage to this old Victorian picture.  One of Tom’s eyes has a nasty mark that extends across it and this needs to be remedied.  The most effective solution will be to replace the damaged eye with a reversed copy of the good eye.

Make a rectangular selection around the good eye to include the eyebrow to below the lower lid / upper cheek and from the bridge of the nose almost to the ear.

Copy and paste this selection – Edit > Copy, Edit > Paste (Ctrl + C, Ctrl + V).

The ‘good eye’ copy appears on a new layer

Reduce the opacity of this new layer to around 60%

Using the move tool, position the ‘good eye’ more or less in the correct position over the damaged eye.

Go to Edit > Transform > Flip Horizontal

The eye is now the right way around

Use the Move Tool once again to position the eye more accurately

Restore the Layer Opacity to 100%

Make a Layer Mask for this layer (click on Layer Mask icon at base of layers Palette – it’s a small grey square with a white circle inset)

With the Layer Mask active (simply click inside the mask window on the layer), make Black the foreground colour

Using the Brush Tool set to an appropriate size, gradually erase unwanted sections of the ’new eye’ area. If you make a mistake, swap the Foreground colour to White and paint it back in.

Once you are happy with the composite image, merge the two layers via Layer > Merge Down (Ctrl + E).

Using both Clone Stamp and Healing Brush Tools you can repair / restore other areas of the picture.  

The background may be tackled in a similar way to that described in ‘Restoring and Repairing a Damaged Picture’.

