Making a Greetings Card

Clive R. Haynes FRPS

This project includes a ‘completed card’ as well as an image for you to practice with.

Should you choose to use the completed card structure as a ‘template’, you simply need to edit the text to suit your needs and substitute the images.

Greater learning value is gained by following the method described below step-by-step.

The instructions that follow are intended for an A5 folded card – that is to say a card that when flat is of A5 dimensions.  For an A4 card it’s just a matter of increasing the dimensions as appropriate.

Make a ‘new’ (blank) file by File > New

Set the dimensions to 20cm (W) by 14 (H) at a resolution of 200ppi and choose ‘White’ as the Background colour, click OK.

The image that appears will be the background for the outside of the card.

To assist your production, show the rulers around the image, use Ctrl + R to do this

Open the image you wish to use as your picture for the front face of the card and if required, adjust its dimensions to suit the intended area

Next we need to copy this image and paste into the card space.

Either use the Move tool to ‘drag & drop’ or

Select All (Ctrl + A)

Edit > Copy (Ctrl C)

Go to the card image

Edit Paste (Ctrl +V) and the picture image appears as a new layer 

If necessary, adjust the size by Edit > Transform > Scale.

To maintain proportionality, hold the Shift + Alt keys down whilst changing the scale

Making a black, pencil-line border around the picture image
This is to ‘hold it in’ – giving a definite edge

First, press the letter ‘D’ key on the keyboard to set the foreground/background colours to black over white (they may be already correct but you never know)

Using the Magic Wand, click in the area outside of the picture itself.  Marching ants will appear around the picture and the edges of the frame.  We need to ‘Inverse’ this selection, do this by Select > Inverse or by the short-cut, Ctrl + Shift + I

With the ‘marching ants’ surrounding the picture only

Go to Edit, from the drop-down menu, choose ‘Stroke’

Set the Pixels to 3 

‘Location’: ‘Inside’.  

Click OK

Press Ctrl + D to deselect the ‘marching ants’ and you’ll have a narrow, black 3 pixel border around the picture

Adding a narrow pencil line border at a distance around the picture

Create a new (empty) layer by clicking on the New Layer icon (next to the trash bin) at the base of the Layers Palette

Choose the Rectangular Marquee tool and drag a rectangle shape around the picture area at an aesthetically pleasing distance (use your judgement).  When you are happy with this, go to the Edit menu and from the drop-down list choose ‘Stroke’ (as we did before).  Use the same settings and click ‘OK’

if it better suits the image, the density of the outline stroke you’ve just created can be reduced, do this by adjusting the Layer Opacity slider to a suitable level, say, 10% to 30%

Making a small ‘motif-style’ image on the rear of the card

Activate the layer upon which the picture is.

Use the rectangular Marquee tool to select a small area to feature on the back of the card design as a ‘motif’ (as an alternative, the shape may be a circle or ellipse if this better suits your purpose)

Copy & Paste this selection via Edit > Copy, Edit > Paste (or by short-cut, Ctrl + C, Ctrl + V)

The copied section appears on a new layer

Use the Move Tool to position the image at the left side of the card area

Using the method already described add a black ‘stroked’ border around the outside of this image

Option

Adding a ‘Drop Shadow’ to the ‘motif’ picture

With the ‘motif’ picture layer active, click on the ‘f’ button at the left-hand base of the Layers Palette

From the drop-down menu, choose ‘Drop Shadow’

A large dialogue box will appear.

Try these settings to begin:

Blend mode:  Multiply

Opacity:  40

Angle:  125

Distance:  8

Spread:  0

Size:  25

Quality settings:

Contour:  Leave a default (diagonal slope)

Noise:  0

Click OK

Adding your greeting or message

With the uppermost layer active, click on the ‘T’, (‘Type’) Tool on the Toolbar

Click in the card area and a flashing cursor will appear

Type in your greeting – it will appear upon its own ‘Type’ (‘T’) layer

You may need to highlight the text by click/dragging across it to enable changes to font colour, style and size to be made

As a special effect, the text can be ‘warped’ by clicking on the ‘Warp’ button on the Text Option bar (next to the Text Colour box)

For more information on using text, see separate notes

When you are satisfied with the greeting, click the tick on the text options bar. 

To add words beneath the small ‘motif’ image, select the text tool once again and add then position the text you need

Should you wish to add a copyright symbol ©, hold down the ‘Alt’ key and whilst holding down use the numeric keys (right of keyboard) and type in 0169 – as if by magic a © symbol appears.

There you have it – a professional-looking card ready to impress your friends

With this know-how you can now apply yourself to making a separate image and text for the inside of the card.

Printing:

Frequently, printers do not place the picture in the centre of the paper surface even when ‘Centralise’ (or whatever) is requested.

I suggest that you make test prints to determine how centrally the design appears upon the paper.  Use the printer software to position the card, ‘offsetting’ to left or right as appropriate. 

Remember if you intend printing on both sides of the card, for best results (certainly if there’s a picture on the inside) you’ll need to use double-sided paper.

Permajet offer ‘Double-Sided Lustre’ and ‘Double-Sided Matt’.
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